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Ker'itance. He, however, who is not scrupulously honest, may satisfy his conscience by very
sufierf)cial inquiries, when they agree with his interest ; amd the individual who is entirely be-

yond the intluence of moral coercion may commit fraud with in-.nimiiy. Attempts to detect

crimes of this character, are rarely made ; and if they were more frequent, success, in the na-

ture of things, is nearly mipossible. A single example .'.ill suffice io establish the correctness

of these remarks, and shew the extent to which the revenue is defrauded. The aggregate
number of slaves in this State, in 1330, was 246,462. At least one half of these, by every
authorized principle of computation, were between the ages of twelve and fifty years, and, at

the rate of twenty cents ench, should have contributed to the Public Treasury 24,646 dollars.

The enure amount of poll tax derived in that year, from this source, and from the same rate

of taxation imposed on every free male between the ages of twenty-one and forty-five, in a,

population of little less than half a million, was !i28,21i 35, exclusive of the six per cent,

commissions retained by the sheriffs for collection. It is confidently believed that if a fair

)nodefor the valujtions of lands were provided, and a proper system of accountability devised
with respect to the poll tax, that the amount of revenue derived from these sources would be
increased one-fourth, and that this reform alone would enable the Public Treasurer to meet
the ordinarj'^ expenditures from his department. With respect to the tax on slaves, a simple,

easy and efficient remedy would pribably arise from abolishing the discrimination ol ages,

and imposing a tax on each. In practice, it will be found no more burthensome^ and the pro-

cess more simple, to give in the whole number of slaves at ten cents, than to ascertain the

number of those between twelve and fifty, who are subject lo tvventy cents; and those who
now misrepresent the ages of their slavs, without the fear of detection, will find it much
more difficult to conceal (heir number.

I have heretofore ventured to express the opinion, that too large a proportion of the public

burthen is imposed upon those who are subject to a poll tax only, and that the range of taxation

should be extended. Subsequent reflection has satisfied me entirely of the correctness of the

position. The poll tax on the da} laborer and the capitalist is precisely the same ; and it some-
times happens that the latter, like the former, is subject to no other species of contribution.

—

In the one case, it is an onerous imposition ; in the other, a tax a thousand fold greater might
occasion no sensible inconvenience. It seems at least to be worthy of consideration, whether
pleasure carriages, and other articles of luxury, and especially collateral inheritances, should
not be brought within the operation of our revenue laws

The Report of the Public Treasurer will exhibit a detailed statement of the receipts ana
expenditures of the Treasury Department, which will present all the information that can be
desired upon the subject. His views with respect to our financial S3'stem, will command at-'

tention, and afford satisfactory evidence of the diligence and ability with which his duties have ^

teen discharged. \

The Bank of the State of North Carolina, incorp<irated by an act of the last Legislature,

has gone into operation at an earlier period, and under more favorable auspices, than n-as an-
ticipated by its most sanguine friends. The entire amount of stock authorized lo be subscrib-

ed by individuals (900,000 dollars) has been taken, and the payments made with more than
ordinary punctuality. Of the stock reserved for the State, (600,000 dollars,) but one-fourth
has been subscribed and paid for by the Public Treasurer. The remaining three-fourths must
be secured within the period of two years from the first ot January next, or the privilege re-

served to the State will be forfeited. Your attention is thus early directed to the subject, that

proper measures may be adopted by a judicious revision of our revenue laws, by the sale of

other public stocks, or by resorting to a loan, to attain one ot the leading objects contemplated
by the charier of this institution.

Some legislation is necessary with respect to the publication and distribution of the Acts of
Assembly. The transmission of a single copy to ihe Executive of each State, is at present

authorized, while we receive from nearly all the States a copy for the Executive Department,
and one for each branch of the Legislature. It is the duty of the Secretary of Stale to deliver

to the Public Printer, at an early period after the adjournment of the General Assembly,
copies of all acts, which have been passed. But it is not made the duty of any one to arrange
the 'ider of publication, to prepare indexes and marginal notes, and to revise the proofsheets.
This evil has been increased by the anxiety which prevai's at the close of the session to expe-

dite business, by the employment of inexperienced engrossing clerks. The mistakes which last

winter escaped the vigilance of the examining committeei, have not only deformed the statute

book, but have materially affected the construction ol some of the most impoitant enactments
of the session.

, The death of James Grant, Esquire, late Comptroller of Public Accounts, has deprived the

State of the services of a faithful and vigilant officer. This event occurred at too late a period
to a mit of my assembling the Executive Council with a view to a temporary appointment,
and the office is, therefore, vacant. The duties of the Comptroller have devolved upon the
Treasury Department at the busiest season of the year, and it is desirable that this vacancy
should be supplied at as ea:ly a day as practicable.

Perhapi a lairer occasion may never be presented tor suggesting that the practice w^hich has

181


